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Getting Started

start 9:05 or 10:50

(5 min)
@Bible Sto_ry start 9:10 or 10:55
Exploration (20 min)
C Weavjng Faith stat 9:30 or 11:15
'/ Into Life (10 min)
5 \Let's Praise Stat 9:40 or 11:25
God! (20 min)
@ Let's Pray! start 10:00 or 11:40
(5 min)

QGame Time

start 10:05 or 11:45




Understanding 3rd Graders for Teachers

Third graders are old enough to understand the diff erence between right and wrong. How-

ever, kids may not completely understand the concep ts of sin, repentance, and forgiveness.
Use this lesson to help kids understand that the wo rld needs Jesus. Help your third graders
praise and thank God for providing Jesus as the way to live a life pleasing to God.

Teacher Prep

Surprise Gifts —Gather miscellaneous items to be given away aw whi te elephant gifts and
place items in paper bags. Half the gifts should b e silly but not necessarily needed items,
such as paper clips, rubber bands, cotton balls, ro cks, or other small items that someone
would not expect to receive as a gift. The other h alf of the items should be items that are
needed but not necessarily wanted as gifts, such as a bottle of water, bandages, or some
kind of food. Seal the bags with tape, or tie them with ribbon or yarn. On slips of paper,
write individual numbers so that you have one slip of paper for each child in class.

Web Help —Get bonus teacher tips and ideas at faithweaver.co m.

Getting Started
Surprise Gifts @ 005 o
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Today we're going to have a white elephant gift exc hange. | have some surprise gifts
for you. Some of them are things people need; othe rs are silly things. We'll draw
numbers to see who goes first, and then we’ll start
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Do you like your gift? Why or why not?

Is the item something you want or need?

What is the difference between wanting something an d needing something?

What are some of the things that we really need in life?
Today we'll learn about a man named Zechariah. He prophesied about Jesus, even be-
fore Jesus was born. We just talked about physical needs that we have, but God
knows we have emotional and spiritual needs, too. We'll learn that Jesus came E/
to meet all of our needs, one of which is very impo rtant. Together we're go- ai.g

ing to discover what that need is and learn that th e world needs Jesus. &



Bible Story Explanation
Zechariah’s Song (@ 900

10:55

Before we read our Bible story today, let me give y ou a little background. The an-
gel Gabriel visited a man named Zechariah. Gabriel told Zechariah not to be afraid
because he had been sent by God to give good news t 0 Zechariah. Gabriel said
that Zechariah and his wife, Elizabeth, were going to have a baby boy and that
they were supposed to name him John. Gabriel told Zechariah that this son would
do great things for God and would help people get r eady for the Lord. Zechariah
had a hard time believing this because both he and Elizabeth were old. Because
Zechariah doubted, he was unable to speak until the day John was born.
When John was born, Zechariah could speak again! T he first thing he did was
praise God. All Zechariah’s neighbors were amazed and knew that this baby was
special. The people believed God had a special pla n for this baby named John.
Let's read about what else happened after Zechariah was able to speak.
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This passage is called Zechariah’s Song. In his so ng, Zechariah sings a birth an-
nouncement about two babies.

Who do you think those two babies are?
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Here are two pictures: John on the left and Jesus on the right. I'll read Zechariah's
Song, and | want you to choose who you think the pa ssage is talking about. When
you hear me read what'’s written on your card, come up to the poster and tape
your card on either the picture of John or the pict ure of Jesus.
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What are some of the differences between what this passage said John would
do and what it said Jesus would do?
How did John prepare the way for Jesus?
Why did the world need Jesus?
Because Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit, he knew his son John would
grow up and prepare other people for Jesus’ coming. Zechariah knew that be-
cause everyone sins, or does wrong things, they wou Id need Jesus. Jesus came to
save us from our sins. When we believe in Jesus, w e can have forgiveness for our
sins. The world needs Jesus.
Now let's make a reminder of one of the things our Bible story says Jesus does for

us.



Shine on Me!

In our Bible story today, we read in Luke 1:79 that
those living in darkness and in the shadow of death

path of peace.”

Why do you think we are in darkness without Jesus?
How do you think Jesus “shines” on us?

Jesus came “to shine on
, to guide our feet into the

The world needs Jesus. Without Jesus, we live in the darkness of sin. But Jesus

came to forgive our sins and shine light on our liv
him and to have peace in our lives, and he will gui
peace. So today we're going to make light-switch p
prints to remind us of how Jesus guides us.
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How can Jesus guide your feet?

Do you reel as if you need Jesus to shine his light

Why does the world need Jesus?

Take your cover home, and tape it over your own lig
whenever you turn on your light, you can remember t
your room shines in the darkness, Jesus shines iny

ness.

Zechariah's story also said Jesus would come to red

Our Key Verse talks about that, too.

Weaving Faith Into Life
What Jesus Does

John 3:17 says, “For God did not send his Son into
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the world, but to save the world through him.”

What does condemn mean?

es. Jesus wants us to know
de our feet to that path of
late covers out of our foot-
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in your life? Explain.

ht-switch plate. Then,
hat just as the light in
our life in place of the dark-

eem, or save, his people.

@ 9:30 or
11:15

the world to condemn

What are some things people could be condemned for?

When people are condemned, it means that they’'ve be
guilty of doing something wrong. In our society, w
demned, it usually means they go to jail.

en accused and found
hen someone is con-

The world needs Jesus , and we need Jesus because we've all sinned. With out

Jesus, it's as if we’re trapped in a jail of sin.
world to tell us all the things we do wrong. God s

the things we do wrong.

But God didn’t send Jesus into the

ent Jesus to save us from all



Light in Darkness

| want you to think about something you've done for which you need to apologize
to God. % # Now think about how you would feel if you knew you could never be
forgiven for that wrong thing. % #
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Now | want you to write an apology letter to God fo r the sin you've just
thought about.
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Without Jesus, we live in the darkness of our sin. When we’re sorry for the wrong
things we've done and ask for forgiveness, God forg ives us. That's why Jesus
came—to make that forgiveness possible. The world needs Jesus. | want you to
silently pray and thank God that because of Jesus, you can now live in the light of
Jesus.
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Jesus shines his light on you. The world needs Jes us. And Jesus wants us to grow
closer to him. Choose a Daily Challenge to help yo u grow closer to Jesus, and to

remember that you need Jesus this week:
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Why does the world need Jesus?

Why do YOU need Jesus?
Jesus came to shine his light in our lives so we ca n be saved from living in the

darkness of sin.

Go to Chapel



Chapel Time
Let's Praise God! @ 9:40 or

11:25
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Welcome, everyone! What are some reasons you came to church to-

day?
No matter what your reason for coming, we're all he re because God
brought us together.

What are some ways we need God?
We need God’s salvation so we can live with him in heaven forever. We
need God’s forgiveness when we do wrong things. So metimes, when
we feel lonely or sad, we need God’s love and accep tance. It's goodto
know that God meets our needs! God is our Father, Savior, creator, and
master. Wet's worship God by singing “My God Is.”

<==
God meets our needs. He sent Jesus to give us salv ation and forgive-
ness, to give us hope, and to help us follow him. God sent Jesus to meet
our needs. That's exciting! Let’s sing the story of how God sent Jesus.
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We’'ll be celebrating Jesus’ birth soon. That means Christmas is coming,
and Christmas usually means presents, which usually bring joy! Raise
your hand if you feel joy at Christmastime. 7% 8Presents are fun, but
God gives us something better than toys, video game S, Or sports equip-

ment! God’s best gift is his Son, Jesus. Jesus of fers us salvation, which
means he saves us from something.

What do we need to be saved from?

We need to be saved from the guilt of the wrong thi ngs we do. John
3:17 says, “For God did not send his Son into the w orld to condemn the
world, but to save the world through him.” That's joyful news!

In today’s Bible story, God told Zechariah that God would send a Savior to

meet our needs. And you know what? God kept that promise! Soon



after Zechariah prophesied about him, Jesus was bor n. Let’'s sing about the
joy our Lord brought to the world.
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Christmastime is a joyful time. Presents, special foods, and being with family
and friends all make us happy. God wants us to fee | that joy at other times,
too. Tell us about a time you felt joy because Go d met a need you had or be-
cause of something he did for you. ( i

What are some ways we can express our joy?
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Jesus also brings us peace. Sit down now, and show me how you look when
you're peaceful. That's great! | feel more peacef ul already just looking at
you!

Does God’s joy help meet our needs? Why?

When we have God’s joy, it helps us keep going, eve n when things are tough
or when they don’t turn out the way we expected. D uring our next song,
let’s smile to show our joy that God meets our need S.

Jesus is king of everything, and he loves us. We ¢ an love Jesus, too. He has
done so much for us! Think of some reasons to love Jesus. On the count of
three, call out your reason. Ready? One, two thre e! 7% 8Those are great

reasons! Jesus heard every one of them!

God meets our needs by giving us hope, salvation, f orgiveness from sin, and
help in following him. That's why we praise God!

“The Amazing Needomatizer”
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Would you like to have a machine like this?
How is God like the amazing needomatizer? How is H e different?
God doesn’'t do whatever we ask—he’s not a wish mach ine. But the Bible

does promise that God will take care of our needs.
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What does this verse tell us about God?
God sent Jesus to fulfill our needs. How does Jesu S meet our needs?



God knew people need to be saved from their sins. God sent Jesus to take
care of our needs. He saves us from our sins, he ¢ omforts us, he loves us,
and he guides us.

Let's Pray!
The Offering @ 000

11:40
One way to thank God for meeting our needs is to le t him use us to meet
the needs of others. We should look for ways to ca re for others as God ca-
res forus. ( #

Why does God want to use us to meet needs?
How can we help meet the needs of others?

How does giving our offerings show God we’re thankf ul that he meets
our needs?
On your envelope, list specific ways God has met yo ur needs, or draw a pic-
ture of how God takes care of you. Then, if you br ought an offering, place
it in the envelope and seal it. As you put your en velopes in the bowl, thank

God for meeting your needs.
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Christmas Tree Prayer

* # ( B ) @

#

10:05 or
To make a Christmas ornament, cut the piece of wrap ping paper in 11:45
any shape you want. On the back of your ornament, write the needs
that came to your mind when we prayed a few minutes ago. When
you're finished writing, come get an ornament hook and hang your
ornament on the tree. Our Christmas tree is a way of offering our

prayers to God.
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God has seen the things you've written on your orna ments. He hears
our prayers and meets our needs. That gives us hop e! Let's pray.



