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�� Getting Started � Start  9:05 or  10:50 
(5 min) 

�� Bible Story 
Exploration 
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Start  9:10 or  10:55 
(20 min) 

Weaving Faith 
Into Life 
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��	��� Start  9:30 or 11:15 

(10 min) 

Let’s Praise 
God! 
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Start  9:40 or  11:25 
(20 min) 

Let’s Pray! 
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Start  10:00 or  11:40 
(5 min) 

Game Time -�
�������� Start  10:05 or  11:45 
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Understanding 3rd graders for Teachers 
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Teacher Prep 
Web help 
 Get bonus teacher tips and ideas at faithweaver.co m  
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Today’s Bible story is about an important event tha t happened to the Israelites.  
But before we get to the story, let’s talk about so me important events that 
have happened to us! 
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· What’s an important date in your life?  Why? 
· Where did you go on your favorite vacation? 
· What’s the best birthday party you’ve ever had? 
· Who was your favorite teacher?  Why? 
· What’s the best Christmas present you’ve ever recei ved? 
· Why do you remember certain events from your past? 
 
We remember events that are important to us—events that affect our lives in 
some way.  And when an important event happens, peo ple tell one another 
about it, just as you told your partners in this ac tivity.  As I said, today’s Bible 
story is about an important event that happened to the nation of Israel.  Our Bi-
ble Point for today tells us that we should remembe r what God has done.  

Getting Started 
“Thank You” Cheers 9:05 or  

10:50 
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   Bible Story Explanation 

Today’s Bible story comes from the third and fourth  chapters of the book of 
Joshua. 
 
)
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· Who can tell me what was going on with Joshua and t he Israelites in last 

week’s lesson? 
 
Last week we learned that Joshua had sent spies int o Jericho before leading 
the Israelites into the land God had promised them.   In today’s story, the big 
day had arrived.  It was finally time to enter the Promised Land!  But there was 
one small problem.  Between the Israelites and the Promised Land ran the Jor-
dan River—and the Jordan River was at flood stage. 
 
· How many of you have ever seen a movie or video tha t showed the Israel-

ites crossing the Red Sea? 
 
Well, today we’ll make a movie about the crossing o f the Jordan River.  Here’s 
what we’ll do. 
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Lights, Camera, Action! 9:10 or  
10:55 
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· Why do you think God told Joshua to have the 12 tri bes build a monument 

after they crossed the river? 
· Why do you suppose God wanted people to remember wh at happened in 

this story? 
· Why should we remember what God has done? 
 
In this story, God made it clear that he wanted peo ple to remember what he 
had done for the Israelites when he helped them cro ss into the Promised 
Land.  Without his help, they would never have been  able to get across the 
flooded river.  And people do remember, because her e we are reading about it 
thousands of years later!  God is so awesome! 
 
Our Bible Point tells us to remember what God has d one.  God wants us 
to remember the things he has done because he wants  us to really know 
him.  He loves us and wants a relationship with us.   In fact, God wants us 
to have a relationship with him so much that he sen t his only Son, Jesus, to 
live on earth and die for our sins so we can live f orever with Jesus and God in 
heaven. 
 


� Weaving Faith Into Life 
What God Has Done For Me 9:30 or  

11:15 
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· According to this verse, what things should we do i n response to God? 
 
God constantly does amazing things for his people.  We should remember 
what God has done so we can thank him and tell othe rs about him.  Let’s do 
that right now with a Key Verse song. 
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Inside the stone, write a prayer to God to thank hi m for what he has 
done. 
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Let’s each choose a way we’ll remember and thank Go d for the things 
he’s done for us. 
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����� ��������������������	�	���	�������������

	�����'����������������	����	��	�	���(���	��������� ����
· C��
������	����	������'������������������
�������
· #�����������������	�����	�����'�������������������� �
�
Now, inside the second stone, circle which Daily Ch allenge you chose. 
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Go to Chapel 
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Hello everyone!  Welcome.  It’s almost Thanksgiving , so today we’re going 
to be thanking God for what he does. 
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As we sing today, take notice of these items that r epresent our 
Thanksgiving holiday.  They also symbolize the abun dance of 
gifts God gives us—the things he does and the way h e loves us, gives us 
what we need, protects us, and more! 
 
God is so powerful, and he can provide for all our needs.  Let’s sing a song 
about God’s power. 
 
:����=#���&����>������&�����.���
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· If we were to fill a box with God’s gifts, what are  some of the things that 

might be in it? 
 
One of God’s gifts to us is his love.  Remember, Go d loves us no matter 
what!  He loves you more than anyone else does!  An d he loves us all the 
same!  That’s something to celebrate.  Let’s sing a  song about God’s love, 
which will last forever. 
 
:����=6������	����'��>������ ��
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Because of God’s love and the other wonderful gifts  he gives us, God de-
serves our thanks.  Let’s pray a thank you prayer n ow:  God, thank you for 
loving us and for all the other wonderful things yo u do.  /���	��	��������	��������
	���������	������������
��������������
�
Another way we can thank God is to tell other peopl e about the wonderful 
things he does. 
 
-����+� �����
����+A7B��
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· What are some of the wonderful things God does? 
 
Let’s sing a song about telling others what God doe s? 
 
:����=#�������>������&�����.���
 
 

Activity- 
Check the supply list 
on page one of this 
lesson for items 
needed. 

�� Chapel Time 
Let’s Praise God! 9:40 or 

11:25 
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God is amazing and powerful!  Let’s clap and cheer for God and the incredi-
ble things he does! 
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Sometimes we need God’s help.  Maybe we need God to  help us out of a 
scary situation or to help us make a tough decision .  We can always count 
on God to be with us in those times. 
 
· When are some times when you have needed God’s help ? 
· How did God help you? 
 
Remember what we’ve learned over the past several w eeks:  God led the Is-
raelites to the Promised Land.  He protected them a long the way and pro-
vided what they needed.  God does the same for us.  But even though we 
know God will always help us, it’s important that w e don’t take that help for 
granted.  We should always remember God’s help and thank him for it. 
 
God always answers our prayers.  He’ll help us and guide us every day.  Let’s 
remember to turn to him and to thank him for the aw esome things he 
does.  Now let’s pray together. 
 
God, we thank you for your wonderful gifts to us.  Remind us of your ever-
lasting love and your power and protection in our l ives.  Help us to worship 
you in our hearts.  In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
Now, I’m going to tell you a Bible story.  As I do so, I want you to participate.  
Here are your instructions:  When I mention the Isr aelites, say “Hello!”  When 
I mention the river, wave your arms from side to si de and say “Whoosh!” like 
rushing water.  Every time I mention the ark of the  covenant, I want you to 
put your arms out at your sides and bend your elbow s down to make your-
self look like a box.  When I mention Joshua, flex your muscles and say, 
“Fearless leader!”  When I mention the stones, roll  yourself up into a ball to 
look like a rock. 
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When the Israelites got to the land God had promised them, they realize d 
they had a problem.  As they were traveling, they f ound themselves at the 
edge of the Jordan River .  This was a problem because they knew they had 
to go across the river  to get to the Promised Land.  The Jordan River  was 
fast and wide and deep.  In fact, it was as full of  water as it could get.  It was 
almost overflowing! 
 
· How do you think the people felt at this point? 
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· When have you felt afraid? 
· What made you feel better? 
 
Joshua and the other leaders of the Israelites  told the Israelites  to get 
ready for God to do something amazing.  They said, “The priests are going 
to carry the ark of the covenant into the Jordan River .  When you see them 
carrying it, follow them.  But don’t get too close to the ark of the covenant .  
It represents the presence of God.” 
 
Joshua  told the Israelites , “God will show you today that he is with you and 
he will take care of you.” 
 
So when the priests started carrying the ark of the  covenant toward the 
Jordan River , the Israelites followed.  When the priests put their feet in the 
water, something amazing really did happen!  The ri ver  stopped flowing, 
and the water stacked up in one place!  The priests  who were carrying the 
ark of the covenant stopped in the middle of the river  bed, and all the Isra-
elites  walked across the Jordan River  on dry land! 
 
· How do you think the people felt at this point? 
· When have you felt that excited? 
· When have you felt that thankful? 
 
After the Israelites  had crossed the Jordan River , Joshua  told them to 
gather 12 stones  from the middle of the river .  Then the priests carrying 
the ark of the covenant walked out of the river , and the Jordan River  began 
to flow again. 
 
The Israelites  carried the stones  to the other side of the river  and built a 
large pile of stones .  These stones  would remind them for years to thank 
God for what he did for them.  Joshua  told the Israelites , “In the future, 
when your children ask you, “What do these stones  mean?” tell them that 
the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark o f the covenant of the 
Lord … For the Lord your God dried up the Jordan be fore you until you had 
crossed over.” 
 
· Why do you think God wanted the people to make the pile of stones? 
· How do you say thank you to God? 

��

Let’s Pray! 
The Offering  

6�
It’s Thanksgiving time.  It’s time for us to celebr ate the things in our lives 
that we’re thankful for. 
 
· Why do we celebrate Thanksgiving? 
· How does your family celebrate Thanksgiving? 
· How is our Thanksgiving holiday similar to what the  Israelites did after 

they crossed the Jordan River?  How is it different ? 
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+���Game Time 
Rope Swings 10:05 or  

11:45 
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These potatoes sort of look like stones, don’t they ?  We’re going to use 
these potatoes to thank God the way the Israelites used the stones. 
 
:�������������	�������	�����
�	�	���%���������	���� ��������	��������
��������	������	����
����	�������������#���������
��������
�	�	�����
�	� 	����������	��
�
���	�����������������	���

�	�	��������
����%��������
��
�������������	������ 
���	����
����
�������:�������������	�����
�
	�����
�	�	�������	���
����
��������	�����������	�� �
����
�����������	�������	�	���	�
���#����
���	����	��
��
������
���������������������	��
	�
� �������	��	���	�����
����
��������	��
�
'������
��
�������
�
��������	��
	����������������
 �	�	���������	���=&�	�	��/��	��
	����>�����2
��	���D����	�
�����������%��������
������	�
��	���� ��	��
	�����	��	�����
����
�������D���������
�����
���	��������������	��
	������
�
Take these potatoes home and ask a parent to help y ou prepare it as a part 
of your Thanksgiving meal.  When you eat this potat o, tell the story of the 
Israelites crossing the Jordan River.  Then remembe r to thank God for what 
he does. 
 
One way to thank God is to thank God is to share wh at he has given us with 
others. 
 
· Why do you think God wants us to share with others?  
· How can we help others by sharing what God has give n us? 
 
Let’s say thank you to God by making a pile with ou r offerings, just as the 
Israelites made the pile of stones. 
 
God loves to hear us say thank you for the things h e does.  Let’s tell him 
some of those things we’re thankful for.  Think of something you’re thank-
ful for that you haven’t mentioned yet today.  I’ll  start a sentence, and you 
finish it by telling God what you’re thankful for.  As you finish the sentence, 
take your potato and set it up here on the stage.  We’ll create a pile of pota-
toes like the pile of rocks the Israelites made, an d we’ll get to watch our 
prayers of thanks “pile up.” 
 
Let’s pray.  God, thank you for everything you do.  Thank you for …  
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