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Getting Started

start 9:05 or 10:50
(5 min)

Bible Story
Exploration

start 9:10 or 10:55
(20 min)

stat 9:30 or 11:15
(10 min)

2 Let's Praise
God!

Weaving Faith
Into Life

start 9:40 or 11:25
(20 min)

start 10:00 or 11:40

(5 min)

Game Time

@ Let’s Pray!
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start 10:05 or 11:45
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Teacher Prep

Web help

Get bonus teacher tips and ideas at faithweaver.co m
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There are lots of things in life we’re just not pow erful enough to do by
ourselves. Our Bible story today is about a group of people who just
weren’t powerful enough to do something on their ow n. They re- HE
lied on God’s power, though. We'll learn that God’ s power works for =)
good in our lives . Let’s find out what happened.
Bible Story Explanation
Trumpets vs. A Wall D soer
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In our Bible story today, the Israelites are ready to conquer the city of Jeri-
cho. The city of Jericho wasn't a city like the on es we live in today. First of
all, it was built on a hill—a hill that looked like this.
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The city of Jericho sat on top of this hill. At th e top of the hill, the
people of Jericho had built tall, thick walls aroun d the city. The walls
were so thick that people’s houses were built right inside the walls!
Let's see how that might have looked.
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How do you think the Israelites felt about conqueri ng a city that
sat on a hill and was surrounded by tall, thick wal Is?
What kinds of weapons and tools do you think the Is raelites would
need to climb up that hill and knock down those wal Is?
Before we find out what happened next, let's rememb er our Key
Verse. ) & |/
%- .10 1(
What weapons or tools might the Israelites use if t hey were rely-

ing only on God’s power?

God told Joshua that the Israelites wouldn’t need a ny weapons and
tools to knock down Jericho’s walls. God told Josh ua that instead of
weapons, the Israelites would use something else to win against Jeri-

cho. Here's what God told Joshua.
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Does what God told Joshua seem like strange instruc tions for a
battle? Explain.
How would you have felt if you had been an Israelit e waiting to

attack the city and you heard what Joshua said?

The Israelites knew that Jericho was a well-protect ed city. They must
have wondered how trumpets could knock down those t hick walls.
Let's see how they felt.
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Looking at our trumpets, how do you think the Israe lites felt
about God’s instructions?
Do you think the trumpets the Israelites held were super-special,

powerful trumpets? Explain.



Why do you think God wanted the Israelites to march and blow
trumpets?

God told the Israelites that by his power they would win the city of

Jericho. God wanted the Israelites to understand t hat they could not
win the city with their power; they needed God'’s po wer.
Whose power did God want the Israelites to depend o n? Why?
Our Bible Point tells us that God’s power works for good in our 5[;
lives. Let’s see what happened to the city of Jericho. 1»,%
)
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The first day, the Israelite army marched around th e city once. No
one was to make a sound except for the priests, who were to blow

their trumpets.
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The second day, the Israelite army marched around t he city again. No
one was to make a sound except for the priests, who were to blow

their trumpets.
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On the seventh day, the Israelite army had differen t instructions. God
told them to walk around the city seven times while the priests blew
their trumpets. After seven times around, the prie sts would give a
good long blast on their trumpets. When this happe ned, the Israel-

ites were supposed to shout really loud.
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When the army shouted, the high, thick walls of Jer icho fell down!
The Israelite army was able to go right into the ci ty.
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How were the Israelites able to take the city of Je richo?
Who made the walls of Jericho fall?

What do you think the Israelites learned about God’ S power?
What does this story tell you about how God’s power works in our
lives?
The Israelite army may have had a lot of very stron g, powerful people
in it. But no matter how powerful those people wer e, they still
needed God’s power. God reminded the Israelites th at his power was
greater than theirs. They didn’t need to be anxiou s; they just needed
to trust in God’s power over their own. You and | don’t need to be
anxious either. We just need to trust in God’s pow er over our own. AHIER
. . . . =L\
Our Bible Point tells us that God’s power works for good in our lives. 4\%

Weaving Faith Into Life
Charged With God’s Power @D o200

11:15

I’m going to read a couple of situations. As | rea d them, think about
how God’s power works or could work in these situat ions.

| was having trouble keeping up at school. At firs t, | thought I

should just handle it by myself. But then | rememb ered to trust in

God'’s power. | prayed for help, and | talked to my parents about my

problems with school. Now | have a tutor, and I'm doing a lot bet-

ter.

This boy down the street from me is always picking on me. He’s al-

ways riding his bike and chasing me, and he likes t o knock my

books out of my hands. | don’t want to be a wimp, though, so I'll

just keep dealing with him myself.

Sometimes when I'm afraid, it really helps me to re member Bible
stories. | think about all the times God has helpe d other people,
and it reminds me that God is with me, too. Nothin g is stronger
than God, so | always feel braver when | think of h im.

How could God’s power work in these situations?

Now let’s each choose a Daily Challenge to help us remember that
God’s power works for good in our lives!

Go to Chapel



Chapel Time
Let's Praise God! @ 9:40 or

11:25
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Activity-
*
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_ , a small child and adult
Welcome to children’s church, everyone! Someone te I to help you in this

me what your favorite sports team is. portion.

Does your team always win?

Wouldn't it be great to be on a team that always wi ns?
| have good news! You are one a team that always w ins—God'’s team!
God always wins, no matter what. Sometimes it may not look like
he's winning, but in the end, God always wins. Tha t's why we’re wor-
shipping him today. Let’s stand and sing “The Powe r.”
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Who would you guess is stronger, or ?
If we had a contest to see if is strong enough to keep
from getting out of the chair—using only one or two

fingers—do you think could do it?
We’re going to show that it's possible to win even when it doesn’t
seem possible.
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Looks like wins! Allow one or two children to try the
trick; then explain why the adult can’t get up.
When we first looked at our two contestants in term s of strength, it
didn't seem like could possibly win. But when the in-
structions were followed, it was easy. It's like t hat with God. Some-
times what seems to be an impossible situation is n ot impossible at
all. If we follow God’s instructions, we’ll be win ners. He gives us

power through Jesus.
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Psalm 144:7 says, “Reach down from heaven and rescu e me; rescue me
from deep waters, from the power of my enemies” @95 If you were
Daniel, David, or Jonah in the Old Testament, your enemies would be
lions, giants, and sea creatures. But we don't get thrown into lions’
dens or fight giants or get swallowed by sea creatu res.

So who are our enemies, and what are “deep waters” in our lives?
Our true enemies are not people. We might think th e bully at school or
people talking about us behind our backs are our en emies. But our
true enemies are things that cause people to act li ke that: anger, envy,
jealousy, bitterness, and resentment. When people feel that way, even
if it's not toward you, they might take it out on y ou.
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Let’s think of our true enemies as sin. 6 7% 6?7 Af
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What are some sins you fight against?

Let’s think of “deep waters” as our fears and worri es. 6 &
7 % 6, A6 (9 : $;

What are some of your fears and worries?

These are our true enemies. And God wants you to k now that he is big-
ger than all of these things. Listen to what 1 Joh n 4:4 says: “The one
who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.” God is big-
ger and stronger than the devil and any of our enem ies. God always
wins. Sometimes when we face rough times, it's har d to believe that
God is there. It's especially at those times that it helps to read God’s
Word. Then you can hear him tell you he loves you and is in control.
He’ll help you be strong and have courage for whate ver you have to
do. As we sing our next song, ask God to help you be strong and cou-
rageous in your life.
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It's important to obey God. Then we’ll be winners because he always
wins! When we have situations in our lives that se em too big to over-
come, we need to trust God and know that he’s on ou r side. Let's get
ready to see how some of us have walls in our lives and what God

wants us to do about it.



| talked to before we began today, and said

is good at math. | have a lot of confidence in X Activity-
ability, so | decided to have a contest between and the | Ahead of time,
rest of you. In fact, | have so much confidence in ; that |choose a child to
I'm absolutely sure will always get the right answer first. help you with
) & (5 ! this portion.
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I’m going to circle a group of nine numbers on this calendar. Who-
ever figures out the sum of those nine numbers firs t—to find the
sum, add them together—is our winner! We’'ll see if any of you can
beat our math whiz here. ) does not know which numbers I'm
going to circle.
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: won every time because knew the secret. )
knew that if took the center number and multiplied it by
nine, would get the total of all the numbers. You cant ry it at
home with your family and see what it feels like to always win. But
first, here’s another secret: God always wins with out any tricks! It's
just because he is the smartest, wisest, more power ful being in the
universe. When you love God and are on his team, y ou’ll always be a

winner, no matter what.
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Let's Pray!

The Offering

We've talked about how God always wins. However, y ou might have a
situation that seems impossible to overcome. Maybe someone you love is
very sick. Maybe you're worried about family membe rs that aren’t getting
along. Maybe you know about something that’s going on at school that
you know is wrong but you’re not sure what to do ab outit. Those are like
walls because it's something big that we need God’s help with.

Sit still with your eyes closed now while | play “T here’s Power in the Blood.”
Ask God to help you overcome the thing in your life that you need help
with, whether it's a wall or something impossible i n your life. When you
finish praying, come to the front wall here and wri te on one of the cards
one or two words that represent what you’re asking God to take care of.

Then go back to your spot, and sit down.
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After | pray for the offering, let's all shout, “Go d always wins!” -
“(
Now we'll each take our cards along with our offeri ngs about place them in
the offering bag. Offer your situation up to God, and ask him to bring

down any walls that are there.

Game Time

Powerless Walking @
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Today we’ll play a spinning game. | want one perso n in each group
to spin around several times and then try to walk i n a straight line on
the masking tape in front of you. Each of you will do this one time.
The two nonspinners may make sure the spinner doesn 't fall down,
but you must not help him or her walk the straight line. Spinners

must do it on their own.
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10:05 or
11:45



